
 

 

DISTRICT OF HUDSON’S HOPE 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING  
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2009 AT 7:05 P.M. 
 
 

Present 
 

Council: Mayor Anderson; Councillors Stacey, Webster, Johnson, Summer  
  and Johansson  
Staff:  C. Bonnick, Administrator; M. Ryder, Director of Works and Protective  
  Services; and B. Mercereau, Deputy Clerk  
Other:  G. Pringle, P. Perkins, K. Beamish, M. Breton, L. Fox, G. Goddard, R.  
  Karst, C. Lewis, B. Bach, L. Vig, M. Hodgkinson, G. MacDonald, and V.  
  Utgaren  
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CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm. 
 
Talisman’s Proposed Road Extension North of Beryl Prairie (6660-20) 
 
Moved by Councillor Johansson and Seconded by Councillor Johnson; 
“That Council appoint Mayor Anderson as chair of the Committee of the Whole.” 

CARRIED 
 

Mayor Anderson advised that the purpose of this meeting is to discuss the proposed road 
extension that would connect the North Beryl Prairie Road to Lahagarte Road in Farrell 
Creek.  Talisman Energy Inc. representatives were in attendance to answer questions from 
Council and the public.  The Talisman Energy Inc. representatives, Kevin Beamish and 
Paul Perkins, provided the following responses to the public inquiries: 
• this road would be a PRD access road that would be open to the public and other 

industries would enter into a road use permit with Talisman to use the road; 
• the road is planned for construction in 2010, dependant on commodity prices; 
• the road will be constructed to highway standards with two lanes at 80 kilometre speed 

limits; 
• the road will not be a bypass road to defer traffic from the Beryl Prairie Road; 
• the road will need to be built to access a number of different drilling pads in that area 

and they will not direct traffic specifically one way or another; 
• the Beryl Prairie Road will still be utilized during 2009 and 2010 and will continue to be 

used after the construction of the new road; 
• Talisman will be responsible for the road and the maintenance unless it is transferred 

to another party; 
• a dangerous goods route will depend on the location of the well as to which would be 

the safest route to take, as well they would be complying with any legislative 
requirements; 

• application will be made to the Crown for royalty credits for road construction, but it is 
unknown at this time how much the Crown will provide; 

• the total cost of the project is unknown at this time; 
• surveying is currently being completed and they plan to make application to the Oil 

and Gas Commission within the next two weeks; 
• it is planned to have four multi-well pads drilled in the area with more in the future; 
• although Talisman did look at just building the road to the wells as they are built, they 

have chosen to build the entire road to save money in the long term; 
• when large rigs are moving on the Beryl Prairie, Talisman will have management on 

the road to monitor the activity and the RCMP will be contacted; 
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• although there are no identification numbers on the pick ups, they will have a company 
name and the licence plates are to be visible; 

• contractors working for Talisman are the responsibility of Talisman when they are 
conducting work on their behalf; 

• Talisman is committed to not moving rigs or large vehicles during school bus times, 
not using jake breaks in residential areas and they are aware of the noise issues, 
especially on frozen ground that makes sounds louder; 

• dust control is part of their mandate and they will be looking at this issue in the spring; 
• they are not aware of federal restrictions on dust control but they will do some 

research to find the specifics; 
• they do not believe that the new road will change vendor location, as long as the 

services needed are provided locally and competitively priced, they are willing to use 
local businesses as much as possible; 

• with the road not being built for two years the local businesses will have a head start to 
get their businesses recognized and build relationships with the company; 

• a list of local contractors has been given to Talisman for future reference; 
• they have currently spent 1.1 million dollars on local businesses; 
• they are willing to support the initiative of trying to get runaway lanes built for both the 

Farrell Creek and Canyon Drive hills; 
• representatives are willing to come and present updates to Council on a regular basis 

and are considering having an open house in the spring; and 
• will look at putting up signage to advise of rig moves and have phone numbers for the 

public to report speeding. 
 
 
Moved by Councillor Johansson and Seconded by Councillor Webster; 
“That the Committee of the Whole rise without reporting.” 

CARRIED 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Moved by Councillor Johnson and Seconded by Councillor Stacey; 
“That this Committee of the Whole meeting be adjourned.” (7:40 pm) 

CARRIED 
 
 
 

Certified Correct: 
 
 
_____________________________________                ____________________________________ 
Clerk       Mayor 
 
 
 


