Present

DISTRICT OF HUDSON’S HOPE
BUDGET MEETING
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22, 2009 AT 1:00 P.M.

Council: Mayor Anderson, Councillors Stacey, Webster, and Johansson

Staff: Carolyn Bonnick, Administrator; Greg Mitchell, Director of Public Works;
Rhonda Eastman, Deputy Treasurer; Becky Mercereau, Deputy Clerk; and Alan
Stebbing, Manager of Protective and Inspection Services

CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 1:00 pm with Mayor Anderson presiding.

BUDGET REVIEW

The Deputy Treasurer discussed the changes that had been made since the last meeting.
Council reviewed the proposed budget and the questions from Council were answered as
follows:

the cost estimate was received on the heat recovery system and is more than
expected, however, this project will reduce greenhouse gas emissions which is a
requirement of the District under the Climate Action Charter;

the grant for the heat recovery system may not be approved, but the Administrator
recommended that the project still proceed,;

the broadband extension project is proposed for 2010;

the strategic investment funds that were received have been recommended to be
used for green projects by the auditors;

if the District does not reduce its emissions then we will end up having to pay more
carbon taxes;

due to the lack of interest for people to run the concession it is suggested that a
vending machine be purchased that would provide snacks as well as healthy options
when the concession is not open;

it was suggested that the vending machine be moved to the pool in the summer
months;

funds for the float have been carried forward from last year’s budget;

the funds for the Beryl Prairie Park will come out of operating budget;

the type of paving that is going to occur on the Beryl Prairie Road is not the same
type that is needed to fix the problems in the subdivision;

the compressor operating panel at the arena needs to be replaced due to safety
concerns;

advertisements in the Trade and Commerce magazine for economic promotion will
come out of the tourism operating funds;

currently transferring $130,500 to reserves and $79,667.00 into water reserves;
the school and police rates still have not been received,;

the mill rates will remain unchanged this year;

discussed the percentages of taxes paid by each class;

confirmed that funding source objective to be to increase the proportion of revenue
that is received from sources other than taxation, where possible;

need to regularly review and compare our taxes to other municipalities in the Peace
River Regional District; and

requested an information brochure be added to the tax notices to advise residents
about the police and school taxes as well as how taxes are calculated.



154/09

155/09

Moved by Councillor Webster and Seconded by Councillor Johansson;

“That Council authorize funding and expenditures for the Arena Heat Recapture Project
and that staff be authorized to make an application to the Build Canada Fund for 2/3
funding of the project.”

CARRIED
ADJOURNMENT
Moved by Councillor Webster and Seconded by Councillor Stacey;
“That this special meeting of the Council be adjourned.” (1:45 p.m.)

CARRIED
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